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SHOOTING OF PEGGY MARSH’'S HUSBAND STILL A MYSTERY:

JACK CLIFFORD TELLS PART HE PLAYED IN STRANGE DRAMA

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
DECLARES BULLET

FIRED IN ACCIDENT - | ’

But.State Trooper A. F. Boyce Points Out Many
Discrepancies in the Testimony of Witnesses
to the Shooting—Pistol Mysteriously Disap-
peared With Garment of Wounded Man as the

Inquiry Continued.

PLATTSBURG, Sept. 30.
T the end of a week's Inten-
A sive Investigation by public
officials and private inter-
eats, the shooting of Albert L.
Johnson, the aviator, husband of
Peggy Marsh, the bizarre dancer,
remains as deep & mystery as ever.
From the beginning the case has
been surrounded by a veritable en-
tanglement of contradictory testi-
mony, so dense that District Attor-
ney Harold A. Jerry, of Clinton
county, has not been able to pene-

" trate it.

He stated today that he had
found no real evidence to show
that an attempt had been made to
murder Johnson nor anything to
indicate that the shot that nearly
cost the youth his life was fired
with suicidal Intent.

Jack Clifford, husband of Evelyn
Nesbit: Peggy Marsh, whose suit
against the Field estate made her
famous, and Johnson himself, who
adopted her child after he married
the young woman, have been ques-
tioned. Yet the prosecutor is still
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cause me to be far from satisfled.
In the first place, Johnson told me
that hg shot himself with Jack
Clifford's gun and his wife said the
same thing.

“Yesterday Clifford was positive
that Johnson himself owned the
weapon with which he had been
shaot. *

ROWED FOR LIFE—Jack Clifford, husband of Evelyn
Nesbit, rowed the boat across the lake with the doctor, them
helped convey -Albert L. Johnson, the wounded man, to the

hospital.

trying to iron out the discrepancies
in the various statements.

FFor there are important discrep-
ancies in the testimony of several
witnesses already examined, dis
crepancies that are wholly incom-
patible with exact truth. Further
there is a pronounced anxiety on
the part of all directly concerned
to suppress the details of the af-
fair as far as possible and to pre-
vent publicity being given the vari-
ous persons who were present at
the party that preceded the shoot-
ing.

JUST TWO PRESENT.

Peggy Marsh and “Buddie' John-
son were rounding out their run-
away honeymoon at the Clifford
camp on Lake Chateaugay when
the pistol was discharged, sending
a bullet through the bridegroom’s
intestines which passed through
his body.

It was announced emphatically
that Clifford, who is still the hus-
band of Evelyn Nesbit, despite
long-drawn divorce litigation, wus
not at “Camp Jack,” and that
Poeggy and Buddie were the only
persons who witnessed the shoot-
ing.

Later it was brought out that
Mlitiord was there, conspicuously
there, and that there were several
other notables on Broadway who
were also present. Sergt. A, F.
Boyce, of the State constabulary,
who I8 assisting the prosecuting
officer's inquiry, uncovered other
important facts which still call for
explanation. When he called for
the shirt which Johnson had worn
he was told that it hnd been torn
up for bandages. When he asked
for the pistol from which the bul-
let had been discharged, he was
told that a maid had taken it away,
but the maid told him that the
weapon had not been removed by
her from the lodge.

THE SERGEANT SUSPICIOUS,

Here is the way Sergeant Bovee
expressed hls suaplclons after four
days' investigution:

“Amazing conflict in statemente

bave dovelopsd o thie case which

“Then Peggy Marsh gave me two
versions of how the shooting took
place, Once she sald that her hus-
band had accidentally pulled the
trigger. Afterward she said that
the gun had heen discharged as
the result of being dropped.

HARD TO GET FACTS.

“We had difficulty in getting te
talk with the members of the

Johnson family at all. They are
very reticent. Mrs. Johnson, the
wounded man's mother, and

Thomas Johnson, his brother, are
here. The authorities at the Cham-
plain Valley Hospital are also re-
luctant to talk and to permit us to
CArry on oui investigation.

“We have definitely determined
that it was Jack Clifford himself
who made the dash across the lake
In a motorboat to call Dr. Thurber
from Brainardsville
after the shooting. This is in the
face of the statement by Peggy
Marsh that an unknown camp at-
tache made the trip.

Aflter tnking the
avross the lake in the motorboat,
Ciifford became lost in the fug,
and finally they had to abandon,
the launch and take a rowboat.

“Iw. Thurber,
gated ns

Immediately

physician

when  interro-

to the condition of the

wound, esaid that Clifford, being
well versed in medical matters,
had cleaned the wound with

fodine, and if there had been any
powder burns about the entrance
wound they were not present
when he examined the patient,

CLIFFORD'S ACTIONS,

“The next morning, when the
party was ready to start for
Plattsburg with Johnson, Clifford
accompanled them as far as Mer-
rill's Landing, where a trail leads
away from the lake toward ecivi-
lization Why he didn't come all
the way into Plattshurg with the
injured man he has failed to ex
Main
“We told,
nobody except Mre, Johnson heard
and that the
confusion had led

were however, that

the shot resultant
some of the
ol ey

waupantas of the lwlge 10
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THE SUSPICIOUS SERGEANT—A. F. Boyce, of the
Btate police, who has pointed out contradictions and r1s
crepancies in the testimony of witnesses to the shooting that

are still unexplained.

that a family altercation

was [ progress

believe

“The only person that we have
Identified in the group that rusn-
ed to Johnson's aid after the shot
wis fired is Charles H. Bacon, a
Plattsburgh man, who
was either a guest at the Clifford
loddge or who had a cabin near by.
He was supposed to be staving at
Lake Chateaugay for his nerves,

“"We ulso

business

discovered the

name
of Mrs. Johnson's malid, despite
certaln efforts to keep it qulet.

Bhe |a Olive Sherringham, of New
York city, and she has been acting
na governesa to little Tony Marsh,
I'eggy's son.”

Now, In sharp contrast at man)

points (0 the sergeant's statement,

here |s the story that Pegrgy Marsh
teld at the bedside of her wounded
husbund the day after the
ing.

shoot-

She was attending himd as nurse
and often he Interrupted her with
a gesture. She was nervous, dis
traught from the excitement of the
affair at least and physically ex:
hausted nearly, but she did not
hesitate as she gave this explana-
tion of the shooting:

“My husband has told me exact-
Iv how the shooting ocecurred.
Heretofore my idea of the whols

thing had been hazv and | had

arnd Sor 73:2_’5/
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CAST OF NOTED CHARACTERS IN AMAZING “"ACCIDENT” IN WILDERNESS

Jacks Lodge — Claleaugay
THE SCENE OF THE SHOOTING—Camp Jack, owned by Jack Clifford, and leased
by the Johnsons, where the shot was fired that nearly converted the honeymoon trip into

a tragedy for Peggy Marsh's aviator husband.

tress, and one of the guests at the camp.

been too distracted to think coher

ently

“Albert and 1 ecame up hero
Thursday aliernoon from Now
York. Our little son, Tony, was

with us, as were several of iny

pgrsonal attendants,

“There were no other caests al
the Clifford lodge. Jack was npt
there, either We  had
leased the place for a few weeks'
outing.

“We had been there earlier In
the season, but had returned to
New York for my dancing engage-
ment, leaving Tonv at the camp
Alhert returned two weeks ago, but
Mondn

ey

me e

CHIne fown fon

and we arrlved at the enmp azaln

on Thursday, It was so far from

civilization that we contempiated
a complete rest
got there, Al

belong-

“Shortly after we
bert 1ok a Colt revolver
Ing to Clifford, and we were shoot
ing at bottles in the Then
he went to his room and got na
Smith & Wesson revolver of his
0own e continued to  use the
Smith & while 1
my attention to other things

THE TWO0 WEAPONS,

vard

Woesaon, turned

“Albert finally went Into 'he
house and cleansd and olled the
Qmi'th & Weason revolver Ha

pacred five shells In the chambera

Above is Ann Luther, motion-picture ac-

leaving the sixth echamber of the
cvlinder empty for the hammer to
rest on

“Now, It seems as though the

cvlinders of the Colt guns revolve
in an opposite direction from
those of the Smith & Werson
guns. The SEmith & Wesson cyvl.
Inder turns from left to r.ght,
‘lnck-wise, and the Colt gun In the
nther directinn

“Alhert was weed to the ColL.
As he tried to turn the empty
chambar under the hammer, he

got mixed, and, Instead swung a

joaded chamber under the firing
min
“He was all the while holding

o I‘."
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Herold ATerey.
Drst. Atty.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY H. A
JERRY, who, after a week’s in-
vestigation, admits that much is
still to be explained, but pro-
fesses to believe that neither mur-
der nor suicide was intended whem
Juhnson was shot.

his finger on the trigger—a [o0l
ish thing te do. 1 entered the
room at that moment, accompanied
by one of the attaches of the place
whose name I do not know. Th
latterr was going to perform son
slight service for me,

THE GUN IS FIRED.

“We opened the door jyst h
time to see a blinding flash, an
my husband sank to the floor wit!
gpurting from his gide,
fainted instantly, and I afterwar:
learned that the attendant ca:
ried me to sofa and then ran U
the aid of Albert

blood

“Albert bleeding profusely
and getting weaker. We tied th
wound and the attendant took
motor boat and s=tarted acros=s th:
lake and tried to get Dr. Thurber
Albert in such pain that h
wofild lose consciousness for a tim:
and then come back.

*“The man reached Dr. Thurber's
they started back im
As evening came on, u

was

was

lodge and
mediately
heavy fog settled over the small
lake. '

“I mat there trying to easa Al
bert’s pain. but having small luck
He was beginning to bleed again
and 1 thought several times that
he was dying.

“Far off in the fog we could
hear the put-put-put of the motor
boat, but it never seemed to ge!
any cloger, Then the boat's ex
haust died away and we couldn':
hear It. 1t wns dark by this time

“An hour later, Dr. Thurber and
the man arrived In a row hoat
They had become lost in the fog
and Instead of making our landing
In the motorboat, they had crulsed
clear around the lake and finally
grounded the boat in a weed bank,
near Thurber's place. They waded
ashore and took the rowboat.
LONG DELAY DANGEROUS,

“Dr. Thurber quickly gave Al-
bert narcotica to kill the pain and
applied first-ald treatment. The
lake was getting rough on accoun:t
of the wind and the fog #stlll
ohscured portions of the water.

“We did not dare start for town
with Albert until the lake quieted
All that time he was barely alive
and we praved that the waters
would calm mo that we conld atart

“It wan not until after dayhreak
Friday that wa set out In the row
hoat for Thurber's heme, frem
from which a reugh trail leads te
Mattaburg. e had Albert thed

entinued on Page 1)



